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Abstract

The main focus of this study is to examine the law of Inheritance
as applied to the Muslim community in Sri Lanka where the community
constitutes the second largest minority of the total population of the
country, through systemized research conducted in the area of Figh and
on the relevant existing law of the nation. Thus, the research mainly
involves the inconsistencies or differences between two distinct legal
regimes, i.e., Islamic jurisprudence and the state's statutory law in the field
specified above. The research has revealed that matters related to the
Inheritance of Muslims will be dealt with in accordance with the Islamic
jurisprudence, while common law is applied when testacy matters are
involved. It has been established by the supreme court of Sri Lanka that a
child adopted by Muslim parents would not be entitled to become their
heir as the matter is governed by the Act legislated in compliance with the
principles of the Islamic jurisprudence. This paper contains two matters;
firstly, it deals with a historical background of the Muslim intestate
succussion ordinance in Sri Lanka, and later exclusively examines the law
which is applicable for Sri Lankan Muslims in terms of the adopted child
inheritance in light of Islamic jurisprudence. Induction and textual
analysis have been employed in this work in order to scrutinize the law
relating to intestate succession and Islamic jurisprudence.  This
investigation concludes with three remarkable points as follows: First, Sri
Lankan Muslim minority community has a right to apply Islamic law in
terms of intestate succussion as per section nol10, 1931. Next, in spite of
the adoption ordinance being applicable to all Sri Lankans, which permits
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inheritance rights to an adopted child, is not applicable to the Muslims
according to the Supreme Court, referring to Muslim intestate succession
law which does not allow inheritance rights to an adopted child. Last, the
existing Muslim intestate succession law requires some details that
provide clear ideas regarding the law to avoid misinterpretation and needs
to be reformed.

Keywords: Law- Inheritance- Muslim minority- Adopted child-
Sri Lanka
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