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ABSTRACT

The zamburic question was an historical incident, a debate between the
two legends; Sibawayh and Al-Kisa'i. This debate revolved around a sentence that
reads: " Kuntu azun anna al ‘qrba ashadd las ‘atan min al-Zanbar fa ‘idha huwa
hiyyaa Ao fa’dha huwa iyyaha?" The debate was fierce, and each of them showed
his skill and prowess, and when the matter was decided in favour of Al-Kisa'i and
against Sibawayh, noises erupted among their followers. The allegation that Kisai
set up Sibawahi in order to precail him was just a mere impression built onillogical
emotions and without considering the possible circumstances and conditions for
Sibawayh's downfall. This study aims to study the zamburic question and the
conditions for the ruling therein, and the most important factors that led to
Sibawayh's downfall and Al-Kisa'i's victory. It explores the methodological
foundations that both Sibawayh and Al-Kisa'i adopted in their grammatical
studies, and how these foundations contributed to shaping their grammatical
system. This study is based on three integrated research methods; the historical
method to understand the chronological development of Arabic grammar, the
comparative method to compare grammatical opinions and analyses between the
two legends, as well as the critical method to evaluate the different grammatical
opinions and theories, and to debunk some inherited impressions about this issue.
The study concludes that it is an empty statement and, perhaps an act favoritism
to accuse that Al-Kisa'i deceived Sibawayh to overcome him, but rather a deserved
victory based on critical and metholodical examination of the debate and the
circumstances sounding Sibawayh.

Keywords: mas ala al-Zambiriyya, Sibawayh, Al-Kisa', idha al-fujaiyya.
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Shams al-Din ibn ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi : Siyar A‘lam al-nubala’, th :
Shu‘ayb al-Arna’iit wkaml alkhrat, Mu’assasat al-Risalah, : 1 982m,
J9,S 134.

Jthan blmwlwd, bard’at al-Kisa’1t min Tuhmat alkyd li-Sibawayh f1 al-
Mas’alah alznbwryh, Majallat "nata’ij al-Fikr" al-sadirah ‘an
Ma‘had al-Adab wa-al-lughat. S : 57

al-Ashbah wa-al-naza’ir lil-Suyiti : tahqiq / ‘Abd al-‘Al Salim Mukarram,
Mu’assasat al-Risalah Bayrtt, al-Tab‘ah al-ula 1406 H 1985m.

al-Ustl fi al-nahw li-lbn al-Sarrgj : tahqiq D. ‘Abd al-Husayn al-Fatli,

Mu’assasat al-Risalah, al-Tab‘ah al-thaniyah 1407 H-1987m.

I‘rab al-Qur’an llnhas : tahqiq / D. Zuhayr Ghazi Zayid, ‘Alam al-Kutub,
al-Tab‘ah al-thaniyah 1405h 1985m.
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Amali al-Zajjaji : tahqiq / ‘Abd al-Sallam Haran, Dar al-Jil Bayrat, al-
Tab‘ah al-thaniyah 1407 H-1987m.
Inbah al-ruwah llgfty : nbah al-ruwah : tahqiq / Muhammad Abi al-Fadl

ibrahy M, Dar al-Kutub al-Qawmiyah, al-Qahirah 1437 H 2016 M.

al-Insaf fi masa’il al-khilaf, li-Ibn al-AnbarT : tahqiq Muhammad Muhyf al-
Din ‘Abd al-Hamid, Dar al-Fikr.

al-Ayyam wa-al-layali wa-al-shuhdir, lil-Farra’ : tahqiq / Ibrahim A 1’byary,
al-Tab‘ah al-thaniyah 1400 H-1980 M, Dar al-Kitab al-Misri-al-
Qabhir ah, Dar al-Kitab al-Lubnani-Bayriit.

al-Bukhala’ lil-Jahiz : tahqiq / Taha al-Hajiri, al-Tab‘ah al-khamisah, Dar
al-Ma‘arif-al-Qahirah.

Sharh al-Kafiyah lil-Radi : tahqiq D. Yahyé Bashir Misri, al-Tab‘ah al-tla
1417 H-1996m, Jami‘at al-Imam Muhammad ibn Sa‘td.

Sharh Kitab Sibawayh llsyrafy, al-juz’ alth alth : tahqiq / D. Fahm1 Abt al-
Fadl, al-Tab‘ah al-thalithah, Dar al-watha’iq al-Qawmiyah bi-al-
Qahirah 1435 H-2013 M.

Sharh Kitab Sibawayh llsyraf Y : tahqiq / D. Muhammad ‘Awnit ‘Abd al-
Ra’df, al-juz’ al-khamis, al-Tab‘ah al-thalithah, Dar al-Kutub wa-
al-Watha’iq al-Qawmiyah balqahr ah, 1435 H-2013 M.

Shi‘r Muzahim al-‘Aqili : tahqiq / D. NarmT Hammidt al-Qaysi, wa-Hatim
Salih al-Damin, Dubayy, Markaz Jum*ah al-Majid 1341 H-2010 M.

Shawahid al-Mughnt lil-Suyiiti : tashih al-Shinqiti, Dar Maktabat al-hayah
Bayriit.

Tabaqat al-huffaz lil-Suyifi : tahqiq / ‘Alt Muhammad ‘Umar, Maktabat
Wahbah bi-al-Qahirah, al-Tab‘ah al-ala 1393 H-1973 M.

Tabaqat al-shu‘ara’ li-Ibn Sallam lljmhy : Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah —
Bayrtt 1422 H-2001m.

Tibqa at al-nahwiyin wallghwyn lil-Zabid1 : tahqiq / Muhammad Abi al-
Fadl Ibrahtm, Dar al-Ma“arif, al-Tab‘ah al-thaniyah 1984 M.
al-Fadil llmbrd : tahqiq / ‘Abd al-°Aziz al-Maymani, al-Tab‘ah al-thaniyah,

Dar al-Kutub al-Misriyah-al-Qahirah 1995 M.

al-‘Ibar lil-Dhahabi : tahqiq Abt Hajar Muhammad ibn al-Sa‘id Basytni

Zaghlul, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah Bayrat, al-Tab‘ah al-tla 1405 H

1985m.



