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ABSTRACT

This study examines Islam’s position on tribalism and its applications to
the Somali context, clarifying the Islamic foundations that regulate the relationship
between tribal affiliation and the principle of Islamic brotherhood. It aims to
distinguish between legitimate tribal belonging—considered a bond of social
recognition and mutual support—and blameworthy tribalism based on injustice,
blind loyalty, and support for falsechood. The research adopts an inductive and
analytical approach by examining relevant Qur’anic verses and Prophetic
traditions, alongside the opinions of jurists and exegetes, and then applying these
principles to the contemporary Somali context. The study concludes that Islam
does not reject tribal affiliation in itself; rather, it refines and regulates it according
to the principles of justice and piety. This is grounded in the verse of the Qur’an:
“O mankind, indeed We created you from male and female and made you peoples
and tribes that you may know one another” (49:13), and in the Prophet’s statement:
“He is not one of us who calls to tribalism.” The study further demonstrates that
when tribalism becomes a tool for political conflict, social exclusion, or armed
violence—as witnessed in certain periods of modern history in Somalia—it clearly
contradicts the objectives of Islamic law (maqasid al-shari'ah), particularly the
preservation of religion, life, property, and communal unity. The paper concludes
with several key recommendations, including strengthening a unified Islamic
identity, enhancing the role of scholars and preachers in correcting
misconceptions, integrating Islamic ethical values into educational and media
institutions, and promoting a just citizenship-based system rather than clan-based
power-sharing, in order to foster social peace and stability in the Somali context.
Keywords: Islam, tribalism, the Somali reality, brotherhood of faith.
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