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ABSTRACT

This study addresses the limitations of the conventional dichotomy
between “truth” and “falsehood” in explaining forms of media coverage in which
individual pieces of information are accurate, while their source, language,
ordering, or timing causes them to perform a communicative function at odds with
the media interest presumed to justify their publication. It aims to construct a
composite explanation linking the strategic source, linguistic and visual framing,
mechanisms of circulation and repetition, and cognitive effects. It further seeks to
identify patterns of deviation from editorial interest in coverage of the Israeli war
on Gaza between October 2023 and October 2025, as supported by published
studies and reports. Finally, it formulates an editorial balance intended to regulate
the assessment of “editorial interest” when competing considerations arise. The
study adopts an analytical, critical, and synthetic approach that analyses concepts
and theoretical models, compares the findings of peer-reviewed studies and
institutional documents, and then synthesises them within the concept of
“deviation from media interest”. Its unit of analysis is discursive practice,
understood as a relationship between a claim, its source, frame, context, and effect-
rather than as a property of any specific media institution. Accordingly, the study
distinguishes between a descriptive level grounded in published findings on
international coverage, and an exploratory interpretive level focused on Arab and
Palestinian media. The study concludes that narrative engineering operates
through an interconnected chain beginning with the strategic source and ending in
cognitive effects and collective trust. It identifies four patterns of deviation in
international coverage, distinguishes four degrees of editorial distance between
attributed transmission and unexamined transmission, between framing adoption
and functional amplification, and proposes a four-dimensional editorial balance.
This balance is operationalized through an eight-question pre-publication test that
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converts “editorial interest” from a flexible justification into a process that can be
held to account.

Keywords: media interest; war on Gaza; narrative engineering; wartime public
relations; media framing; psychological warfare; collective trust.
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